
 
 

 
1623 map of Deptford, with Thames on left 

 – note ‘The Common Greene’ (Deptford Green) 
 

 
Deptford Dockyard, late 18th century 

 
Chips 'consisted of wood scraps and waste created during the work of a hewing, chopping, and sawing 
ship timbers. The term refers not to the wood itself but to the right of the worker to appropriate a certain 

amount it... In 1702 the Deptford men maintained the right to take chips out of the yard three times a day 
and to enlist the assistance of their families in their appropriation... In 1767 letters were published which 

explained the 'many Evils' arising from 'upwards of two thousand, mostly Women' who entered the 
dockyard on Wednesdays and Saturdays'(Peter Linebaugh, The London Hanged) 



 
Royal Dockyard, Deptford 1747 

 
‘‘The ship… provided a setting in which large numbers of workers cooperated on complex and 

synchronized tasks, under slavish, hierarchical discipline in which human will was subordinated to 
mechanical equipment, all for a money wage. The work, cooperation, and discipline of the ship made it a 

prototype of the factory’ 
 

‘sailors made the Atlantic a zone for the accumulation of capital, they began to join with others in 
faithfulness, or solidarity, producing a maritime radical tradition that also made it a zone of freedom. The 

ship thus became both an engine of capitalism in the wake of the bourgeois revolution in England 
and a setting of resistance’ (Linebaugh & Rediker, The Many Headed Hydra) 

 

 
East India Company yard at  Deptford, 17th century 

 
 



 
 

 
Timbers from old Dockyard uncovered by archaeologists at Convoys Wharf 

 
 
 

 
Architects vision of Convoys Wharf development – 3,500 homes and luxury tower blocks 

 



 
 

‘All forests that have been created in our reign shall at once be disafforested. River-banks that have 
been enclosed in our reign shall be treated similarly. All evil customs relating to forests and warrens, 
foresters, warreners, sheriffs and their servants, or river-banks nd their wardens, are at once to be 

investigated in every county by twelve sworn knights of the county, and within forty days of their enquiry 
the evil customs are to be abolished completely and irrevocably’ (Magna Carta, 1215) 

 
‘To speak of the commons as if it were a natural resource is misleading at best and dangerous at 
worst—the commons is an activity and, if anything, it expresses relationships in society that are 

inseparable from relations to nature’ (Peter Linebaugh, Magna Carta Manifesto) 
 

What would it be like to treat the river and its banks as commons? What would we do here? As part of 
the ‘Right to the City’ what would the ‘Right to the River’ look like? 


